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Nov. 14, 1996
UNIVERSITY GROUPS WORK FOR HUNGER AWARENESS
MISSOULA Every 23 seconds a child under age 10 dies of hunger.
To help curb such hunger, the campus ministries at The University of Montana—Missoula
have a variety of events scheduled for Hunger Awareness Week, Nov. 18-23. The events focus on
educating the campus and Missoula communities about hunger and also act as fundraisers for
Oxfam America, the Missoula Food Bank, the Poverello Center and the Salvation Army.
Beginning Monday, Nov. 18, volunteers will man a table in UM ’s University Center.
Included in the display is a tower, crafted locally, which has workings that through a series of
movements, will sound a bell every 23 seconds to symbolize a child dying of hunger.
Volunteers also are selling handmade necklaces. The $5 necklaces are made of hemp with
beads embossed with images of children.
Last yeaj, UM students living in campus residence halls donated nearly $8,000 from their
personal food tickets to Hunger Awareness Week. Other campus events include a penny war
between the residence halls and also involving Greek life.
Thursday, Nov. 21, the community can buy a taste of what it’s like to go hungry. For a
dollar, participants will dine at a Hunger Banquet. During the banquet 15 percent of the diners will
be served a full meal, complete with wine and linen table cloths; 25 percent will get rice and weak
soup; and the remaining 60 percent will eat rice and water. The meal symbolizes how many people
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in the world eat, said the Rev. Bob Varker a Hunger Awareness Week coordinator.
"In some ways, we who are well-fed are isolated and cut off from seeing what hunger is,"
Varker said. "We have no perception of what that intense, day-to-day malnourishment is like."
The Hunger Banquet is from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in UM’s Cascade Country Store in the
Lodge. UM sociology professor Paul Miller, who has done research on hunger in Montana, will
speak about his studies and also about changes in the economy, including welfare reform, that
affect the hungry and under-nourished. Following the banquet, a candlelight procession will lead to
the University Congregational church where a non-denominational worship service will be held.
Hunger Awareness Week ends with a food drive during the 96th meeting of the Grizzlies
and the Bobcats. Food donated during the game will be given to local organizations.
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Contact:
The Rev. Bob Varker, Hunger Awareness Week coordinator and United Methodist
campus minister at 549-5821.
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